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discussed by John and Mingay.591 The latter also discusses very
thoroughly everything that touches all layers of rural society/92
while Habakkuk sticks to the upper layers.593 Rural problems
include those of river navigation, twice tackled by Willan.594
With respect to industry, there seems to be widespread
agreement that unsolved problems of population history re-
main fundamental. The sudden increase is still a puzzle., and
there is even still debate (with no end in sight) about whether it
owed more to a rising birth rate or a falling death rate. At one
time, we were taught the latter, with much stress on improve-
ments in hygiene, the end of plague, and such medical points.
Against this, Habakkuk has shown a lowering in the age of
marriage, presumably productive of a higher birth rate.595
Krause, McKeown and Brown have demonstrated that the
medical details beloved by earlier historians were largely
mythical; they, too, ascribe the increase to the greater fertility
produced by earlier marriage.596 There things stood until
recently when Razzell once again advanced the death rate to
the forefront of explanation and revived the medical argu-
ments; he cannot suppose that the spread of inoculation
against smallpox played no part in the growth of population,597
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